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SUBJECT: JEUNE AFRIQUE ON MASMOUDI OUSTER AND US 

REF: A) STATE 10637: B) PARIS 1613; C) PARIS 1385 

IN LONG ANALYSIS OF TUNISIAN-LIBYA MERGER IN JANUARY 26 
ISSUE, JEUNE AFRIQUE HAD THE FOLLOWING TO SAY CONCERNING THE US 
AND MASMOUDI'S OUSTER: 

BEGIN QUOTE: ... AT 10:20, PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA 
RECEIVED THE US AMBASSADOR, MR. WILLIAM TALCOTT SEEL YE. 
EVERYBODY NOTICEDTHE ABSENCE OF MOHAMED MASMOUDI. IT HAD 
NOTHING TO DO WITH THE UNION PLAN; THE APPOINTMENT HAD BEEN 
MADE FOR EIGHT DAYS. THE CONVERSATION CONCERNED MASMOUDI 
OR, MORE EXACTLY, THE RELATIONS OF THE TUNISIAN FOREIGN MINISTER 
WITH THE AMERICAN GOVERMENT. PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA HAD BEEN 
CONCERNED BY CERTAIN RUMORS ACCORDING TO WHICH WASHINGTON WAS 
STRONGLY HOSTILE TO MASMOUDI. 

AFTER HAVING QUESTIONED WASHINGTON, AMBASSADOR TALCOTT 
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SEELYE HAD RECEIVED A DIRECT REPLY FROM HIS SECRETARY 
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OF STATE, HENRY KISSINGER. IT WAS THIS RESPONSE 
THAT HE HAD COME TO DELIVER TO PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA. THE 
APPOINTMENT, THEREFORE, HAD NOTHING TO DO WITH THE TUNISIAN- 
LIB YAN UNION. AT LEAST IN THE BEGINNING. MOREOVER, 

KISSINGER S REPLY REASSURED PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA. THERE 
IS NO AMERICAN OSTRACISM TOWARDS THE TUNISIAN MINISTER... 

END QUOTE. DECLASSIFY 12/31/74 
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